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IASS Glossary 
 

 

 

  

Annual Review 

(AR) 

 

 

When a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan it must be reviewed by the local authority at least every 12 

months to check that it continues to meet the child’s needs. See our IASS information Sheet 

https://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ED-Annual-Review.pdf 

Multi-disciplinary assessment  

(MDA) 

An assessment that is carried out by lots of different professionals that have different areas of expertise. This 

can help gather a holistic view of the child's difficulties and different goals can be identified and prioritised. 

Disability Discrimination Act  

(DDA) 

The provisions in this relating to education have now been replaced by the Equalities Act 2010. 

Disagreement Resolution  

 

All local authorities must make disagreement resolution services available to resolve disagreements between 

parents whose children have special education needs and the local authority or a school. 

Mediation 

 

A free service to parents or young people who are considering appealing a decision made regarding the EHC 

needs assessment and the content of the EHCP 

English as an Additional Language 

(EAL) 

Children for whom English is not their first language. Alone this is not in itself a special educational need. 

Early Help  

(EH) 

 

 

Early Help aims to meet the needs of a child, young person and their family at an early stage to avoid a problem 

escalating. Support can be identified using a whole family assessment and action plan and can be provided by 

one service or a selection of services depending on your individual needs and circumstances. 

 

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/ 

 

Education, Health and Care Needs 

Assessment 

(EHC Needs Assessment or EHCNA) 

The local authority must carry out an EHC assessment if a child or young person may need an Education Health 

and Care Plan.  The assessment is a detailed look at a child’s or young person’s special educational needs and 

the support he or she may need in order to learn.  

 

https://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/ED-Annual-Review.pdf
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/early-help/
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Education, Health and Care Plan 

(EHCP or EHC Plan) 

An EHC Plan is a legal document written by the local authority to describe the special educational needs a child 

or young person has and the extra support that will be given to meet those needs.  An EHCP can only be issued 

after an EHC needs assessment. 

Educational Psychologist 

(EP or Ed Psych) 

Educational Psychologists have been trained in child development and how children learn.  They assess children 

to identify areas of concern and recommend appropriate therapies and strategies to support them. 

Education Welfare Officer  

(EWO) 

Employed by the local authority or academy trust to monitor the attendance of pupils and ensure the right 

support is in place if they are out of school. Each school has its own EWO who links with them to monitor the 

attendance of pupils. Any pupils that are having attendance problems will usually be contacted by the EWO to 

ensure that the pupil is safe and if there is anything that can be done to help improve attendance. The EWO also 

contacts those families whose child is out of school for other reasons, again to see what support or action can 

be taken to return the child to school as soon as reasonably possible.  

Exclusion (Ex) Removal of a pupil from school by the head, either temporarily or permanently, on disciplinary grounds. – 

Permanent Exclusion (Perm Ex or P Ex) Fixed term exclusion (FT Ex)  

Graduated Support Pathway (GSP) Shropshire’s Graduated Support pathway enable settings to request additional top up funding from the high 

needs block to meet the cost of targeted or specialist educational provision that is necessary to meet the needs 

of an individual pupil once the notional SEND funding threshold has been exceeded. 

https://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/practitioners/resources/graduated-support-pathway/ 

 

Graduated Approach 

 

Schools should follow a graduated approach as set out in the SEND Code of Practice when providing SEN 

Support (see below).  This is based on a cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR). 

Inclusion Educating all children in mainstream schools. 

Information, Advice and Support Service 

Officer 

(IASS Officer) 

Works for the Information, Advice and Support Service, providing individual support and advice to children and 

young people, 0 – 25 years, with Special Educational Needs and / or disability, and their parents. It is hoped that 

increasing their understanding of the special educational needs process will enable them to take an active role in 

their or their child’s education.  

Information, Advice and Support Service 

(IASS) 

Provides information, advice and support for children and young people, 0 – 25 years, with Special Educational 

Needs and / or disability, and their parents. An impartial and confidential service which aims to develop more 

effective partnership between parents, schools, the LA, statutory services and voluntary organisations. Contact 

Tel: (01743)280019 for further information on the support, information and advice available.  

https://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/shropshire-iass/  

Local Authority  

(LA) 

Local government body responsible for providing support and services for children and young people. This 

includes education, education support services, assessments for EHCPs and Social Care.   

 

https://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/practitioners/resources/graduated-support-pathway/
https://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/shropshire-iass/
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Local Offer 

 

Local authorities must publish a Local Offer, setting out in one place information about provision they expect to 

be available across education, health and social care for children and young people in their area who have SEN 

or are disabled, including those who do not have Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans. In setting out what 

they ‘expect to be available’, local authorities should include provision which they believe will actually be 

available.   https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/  

Office for Standards in Education (OFSTED) Office for Standards in Education. Advises Government on the quality of education provided by schools in 

England, the educational standards achieved in those schools, and ways of improving both quality and 

standards. 

Parental Choice 

 

Parents have the right to express a preference for the school they would like their child to attend, however they 

are not guaranteed a place at their preferred school. 

Personal Education Plan (PEP). An education plan for pupils that are in public care or are ‘looked after’. 

Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties  

(PMLD) 

Pupils with profound and multiple learning difficulties have complex learning needs. In addition to very severe 

learning difficulties, pupils have other significant difficulties, such as physical disabilities, sensory impairment or 

a significant medical condition. Pupils require a high level of adult support for both their learning needs and 

personal care.  

Special Educational Needs and Disability 

(SEND) 

A learning difficulty or disability that makes it harder for children to learn than most children of the same age. 

SEND Code of Practice 

(CoP) 

A guide that provides practical advice and guidance relating to statutory duties to identify, assess and make 

provision for pupils with SEND. Schools and LAs must take account of the Code when they deal with a child with 

special educational needs or disabilities. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND

_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf  

SEN Support  

 

 

SEN support is the action schools and other settings take to identify and meet the needs of children with special 

educational needs or disabilities.  

Severe Learning Difficulties  

(SLD) 

Pupils with severe learning difficulties have significant intellectual or cognitive impairments, which have a major 

effect on their ability to participate in the school curriculum without support. They may also have physical and 

medical needs. Pupils with severe learning difficulties will need support in all areas of the curriculum. They may 

also require teaching of self-help, independence and social skills. 

Special Educational Needs Coordinator 

(SENCO) 

A SENCO is a teacher who has the responsibility for identifying children with special educational needs and 

organising and making sure they then receive the appropriate support. This can involve working with the child 

themselves, supporting and advising other staff on how to support the child and asking the local authority or 

other external support services for extra support if needed. SEND support plans or Individual Behaviour Plans 

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
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may be drawn up by the SENCO and they will be involved in making sure that a child receives the provision 

described in an EHC plan if the child has one.  

Special Educational Needs and Disability 

Tribunal/SEND  

(SENDist) 

The tribunal hears appeals from young people, or parents of children with SEND, about Education, Health and 

Care Needs Assessments or EHC Plans.  The local authority must act on the tribunal’s decision within a set 

amount of time. 

Special Educational Provision  

(SEP) 

The additional support and resources made available to a child with special educational needs or disability. This 

is provided by the school or by the local authority. 

Transition Plan  A plan devised following the Year 9 review of an EHC Plan and updated at subsequent annual reviews. The 

purpose of the plan is to draw together information from a range of individuals within and beyond the school, in 

order to plan coherently for the young person’s transition to adult life. 

 


